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 Is it true? Has spring finally arrived? This has been an unforgettable winter 

with record cold and snow. Most of you cannot even remember a snow like this. 

But it is over, and we can concentrate on warm weather, we hope. 

 HMS students and staff have been busy helping others during this never-

ending winter. The Food Pantry was hit hard this year and various groups held 

food drives to try to help. The Student Council, Drama Club, and NJHS all held 

some type of food drive. The Talent Show collected donations at its 

performances to help.  

Honor Society members are currently collecting 

breakfast items to donate in a spring endeavor to help 

out the organization; it is their version of the non-

Hunger Games. Students are asked to bring Breakfast 

Items to their homerooms. Three students from each 

grade level 

(chosen from 

those who donated) and one lucky 

teacher will be going downtown for 

breakfast early in May. 

 

We are happy to introduce the newest 

member of the HMS family.  

  
 
 

Kaliyah Hughes 



TTTEEEAAACCCHHHEEERRR ’’’SSS   RRRUUULLLEEE !!!    
Aubrey Butterfield and McKenzie Lyons 

 
At the Red-Out Basketball Game between teachers and police officers, teachers 

won for like the millionth time! It was held in the Hobart Middle School Gymnasium. The 

fundraiser was for the American Heart Association. Shirts and bracelets were sold for 

$15. The Hobart Middle School Band was there playing during each quarter break. Now, 

here is the really good stuff. Once the game started, #40 Joe Burger, a fifth grade 

teacher, shot a three-pointer and started off the score 3-0. After a few shots by the 

other team, #33 Mr. Rappold shot a three-pointer and made the score 6-4. This game 

was going very good so far. Then #54 Scott Swanson, a seventh grade social studies 

teacher, scored a 2-

point shot and added 

more points and 

made the score 8-4! 

Swanson was on his 

game with his 

brightly colored 

shoes! Teachers had 

this game in the bag! 

Then #40 Burger 

shot a 2-point shot 

and the score was 

now 10-4. The police 

were doomed at this 

point. Now every 

couple minutes 

Emcee Eric Stoelb 

pulled raffle tickets 

for different prices 

for the kids who 

purchased shirts and bracelets. Some of the prizes were gift cards and cash prizes! Now 

during this nerve-racking moment, #32 fell down while blocking a police officer from 

messing up #54 Swanson’s shot. #32 got back up and the crowd went crazy. Then there 

was a foul called on #40 Burger; this team did not look very happy but continued on 

anyway. When the game was finally coming to an end, the teachers were winning 35-24!! 

The crowd went wild while telling the players what a great job they had done! Good thing 

this went to a great cause! Everyone had a great time. 

 

 



 

  
 
 

      

 The world of Anne Frank and the horrible 

atrocities of the Holocaust entered the lives 

of the students of Hobart Middle School 

through study and the eye-opening drama of 

The Diary of Anne Frank. Eighth grade classes 

read The Diary of Anne Frank and visited The 

Holocaust Museum and Education Center in 

Skokie, Illinois. The nightmare that was Anne 

Frank’s world came to life when the middle 

school students went to Hobart High School to 

see the Hobart High Theater Department’s unbelievably moving portrayal of this 

epic story of a young 

Jewish girl in hiding 

during the Holocaust.  



The Experience of a 
Lifetime 

 
"The Holocaust Museum 
and Education Center" 

Skokie, IL. 
 

 The culmination of 
an intense unit based on 
The Diary of Anne Frank 
was an unforgettable trip 
to the Holocaust Museum 
and Education Center in 
Skokie, Illinois. The 
students and staff realized 
the depth of the horror of 
the incarceration and 
genocide of the Jewish 
people during World War 
II. Upon their return, 
students wrote about their 
experience. 
 
 I recently went to a 
field trip at The Holocaust 
Museum and Education 
Center. The field trip was a 
great experience. Out class 
went to the museum to 
learn more about the 
Holocaust and World War Two. The Holocaust is an event that took place when the 
Jews were persecuted for their religion by the Nazis. One of the things I learned from a 
Holocaust survivor at our field trip was that it was extremely hard for Jews to live 

during World War Two. It was 
amazing to see how this man 
got over the death of his 
parents, his brothers, and the 
millions of other Jews that died. 
Hopefully, you will also be able 
to visit the museum and 
experience this great trip. – 
Zack Fattore 
  

On January 9, 2014, four 
classes, including my own, took 
a field trip to the Holocaust 
Museum and Education Center 
located in Skokie, Illinois. The 
museum is an education 



institution, which specializes in World War II and Adolf Hitler’s attack on the Jewish 
population, also known as the Holocaust. On this trip I learned how Hitler and his 
Nazi party took the rights away from Jews one by one until they were left completely 
vulnerable. The Jews were unable to fight back against the Nazi’s constant 
propaganda, in fear that they or their families might be killed. I was given an inside 
view of what it was like to be Jewish during World War II. The exhibits showed their 
suffering in hiding, concentration camps, and what exactly they had to overcome in 
these situations. I hope you, too, get the chance to visit this historical and informative 
museum. – Paige Nestich 

 
 My block has 
been researching and 
reading about the 
Holocaust and Anne 
Frank. To further our 
knowledge, we took a 
field trip to The 
Holocaust Museum 
and Education Center 
in Skokie, Illinois. The 
Holocaust is when 
Adolf Hitler led many 
people to persecute 
and kill millions of 
Jews. This is what led 

to World War Two. At the museum 
we learned a lot about the Holocaust 
through a tour guide, many artifacts, 
and a guest speaker. All in all, I feel 
like I have learned a lot and hope 
that you too will one day be able to 
visit The Holocaust Museum and 
Education Center. – Aleena Popp 
 
 When I went to Skokie, Illinois, 
I went to the Holocaust Museum and 
Education Center. We went there to 
read and study the Holocaust and 
research why Adolf Hitler believed 
Jews are evil. The museum had 
historical artifacts that dated from 
1939 to 1944. Now I understand how 
scared the Jews were in that period. 
There were families in hiding like the 
movie The Diary of Anne Frank, 
people scared and sad in hiding. I 



now respect the Jews who lived and 
died even more than before. I’d 
prefer everyone and anyone to take 
a tour there to get a different, 
realistic look into the past in World 
War II. – Ryan Pisarski 
 
  A few months ago, our block 
went on a field trip to Skokie, 
Illinois, to see the Holocaust 
Museum. At the museum we 
learned about the Holocaust. The 
Holocaust is when a group of 
Germans, the Nazis, tried to kill off 
the Jewish population. The 
museum taught me that the Nazis 
murdered millions of Jews. The 

museum also taught me that there were many groups of people that tried to save the 
Jews from the Nazis. I hope that you will, also, be able to learn about the Holocaust at 
the Holocaust Museum and Education Center. – Nadia Polizotto 
 
 On our magnificent field trip, we went to the Holocaust Museum in Skokie, 
Illinois. The museum’s purpose and justification is to let a lot people acquire 
knowledge. Also, to see specific details of how the Holocaust started. We went there to 
gain more specific details, for our interesting questions to be answered, and to gain 
more knowledge of what Hitler was doing. I learned that the Nazis did dreadful, 
unspeakable, and gruesome experiments to Jews while they were still alive and 
breathing. Another thing that I learned is that over hundreds of Jews were packaged 
into tiny train cars that were dark. Hopefully, you will also be able to visit the museum 
and gain knowledge your never knew about. – Carla Jewell 
 
 January 9th, 2014, we went to the Holocaust Museum and Education Center in 
Skokie, Illinois. There we learned some more about the Holocaust itself and Anne 
Frank. Like did you know Anne Frank went to Bergen-Belson concentration camp and 
with her sister died there of typhus? My favorite thing I learned that I found very 
interesting was that some Germans would take Jewish babies found after Jewish 
mothers threw them out of the cart and raise them as their own. Another cool fact was 
that Otto Frank, lone survivor of the secret annex, lived to be 91. Maybe you’ll go to the 
Holocaust Museum next year. – Abby Botts 
 
 My 8th grade language arts class took a field trip to the Holocaust Museum and 
Education Center. We took this field trip because we’ve been learning about the 
Holocaust and the story of Anne Frank. The topic of the museum was clearly the 
Holocaust. I learned many things from the experience. One thing I learned was 
Hitler’s idea of the perfect male was blonde hair and blue eyes. I was shocked about 
this because he didn’t have either of those physical features. I also learned that the 
Nazis tried getting Jews to leave at first. I thought they only executed them. What I’m 
trying to say is visit the museum sometime; you’ll enjoy it. – Ryan M 
 



Spread the Word to End the WORD 
From the article of Mrs.  Rehlander  

 
With help from a lot of people this year, we have demonstrated that disabilities 

awareness month is the start of a commitment to change the way we think and interact 
with people with disabilities. Students and staff made a commitment to "Spread the 
word to end the word" day! Basically this is to encourage people to STOP using the 
word “retarded.” Too often, it's used in common everyday language. It's offensive and 
hurtful to those with disabilities! 

I have noticed our kids here at HMS use it frequently. On March 5th, teachers 
and students took time to talk about this hurtful word; there are so many other words 
that could be used instead. Mrs. Rehlander found a YouTube video and thought it was 
a GREAT way to help everyone understand. It is only 3 minutes long, but the lesson 
was great. For the first time, students and teachers heard the message from students 
with disabilities. It seemed to make all the difference to have the message delivered 
this way. 

Mrs. Rehlander had a large poster made that was placed in the cafeteria for 
students to sign as a commitment to take the pledge to no longer use the word 
“retarded.” The number of students signing the pledge was more than anyone could 
have hoped to see. It is now hanging in the  north hallway by the auditorium. 

To quote Mrs. Rehlander, “Together we can all make a difference!!!” 

(And my adorable Colin will thank you all, too!!!!) 
 
Show the video to your family and friends…They, too, (we hope) will take the 

pledge, too! 
 

End the Word Video 

 

End the Word Website 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYUrq56JFN4&feature=c4-overview-vl&list=PLdtoIMnpvh8OjhKGDJKsMYriQTf_yMZZ4
http://www.r-word.org/

